GENTLE RAIN PRESCHOOL 

AT

 ZION BLUE MOUNTAIN UCC
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Parent’s Handbook
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Enrollment Procedures
The school has a non-discriminatory admissions policy for children who are 3 years of age by December 31, year of enrollment and toilet trained, up to 6 years of age. A class ration of approximately eight children to one adult is maintained. 

Parents desiring to register their children for enrollment are to complete the application and return it with the registration fee. This fee is not credited towards the tuition nor is it refundable.
Gentle Rain Preschool is a school. As a school, the child is admitted for the full academic term, this reserves a scheduled time for your child for the school year.

Tuition payments are to be made monthly and are due by the 1st of each month. Parents falling behind in their payments maybe asked to reduce their child’s attendance or withdraw the child from the school until the outstanding balance is resolved. 

If your child needs to be enrolled an extra morning or afternoon the charge is $8.00. For an extra full day the charge is $18.25. This charge may be paid with the next month’s tuition. 

Enrolling More Than One Child From The Same Family

Full tuition is charged for the first child, a 10% discount is offered for all other children. 

Arrival/Pickup               

Morning students are to arrive between 8:55 and 9:00 am and are to be picked up between 11:25 and 11:30 am.

Afternoon students are to arrive between 12:25 and 12:30 pm and are to be picked up between 2:55 and 3:00 pm.

Dress Code
Dress your child in simple clothes for independence in the bathroom, comfort in the classroom. Label all clothing worn to school, especially jackets, sweaters, and underwear.

Trial Period

There will be a three week trial period for each child. A parent-teacher evaluation will follow if necessary, after which another two-week trial period may take place. 

Toys
Please keep all personal items at home. We have many to work with at the school.

Snack
Gentle Rain Preschool is committed to good nutrition and a healthy snack is served each day. Parents will be asked to donate items such as a bag of carrots, celery, apples, bananas etc. according to a preset schedule. Water is available at all times. 

School Year
School begins the day after Labor Day and continues through the last Friday in May. A school calendar will be issues before school begins. Generally our schedule follows the Tulpehocken School District schedule. 

Snow Days

Any emergency closing or delayed opening due to inclement weather will follow the Tulpehocken School District and will be announced on radio stations WEEU, WRAW, WRFY and STORMCENTER, channel 69. If Tulpehocken is closed, we are closed. If there is a delay, the morning session will be closed, but the afternoon session will be open.

The first snow day of each month will be absorbed by the parents and not made up. However subsequent snow days not covered by those built into the schedule can be made up at your convenience per approval by the director.

Parent Communications

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER:

Our regular written message to parents during the school year; shares in school information, offers suggestions for home activities, and calls attention to special events.

SCHOOL CALENDAR:

A clear schedule of classroom events for the year and will also be used as the snack calendar. Watch for you child name to appear on the calendar that day you will be responsible for snack.

CONFERENCES:

Parents may request conferences at any time and we reserve the right to schedule conferences as needed.
Illness/Accident

The school prohibits attendance of a child during an illness. By ill we mean: green stuffy noses, runny eyes, pink eyes, persistent coughs, fever, vomiting or diarrhea, etc. When the parent has verification that a child has a communicable disease, the school should be notified immediately in order that a note may be sent home to inform other parents. 
In case of an accident at school, parents are called immediately after first aid is given. If the parent(s) cannot be reached, the emergency number indicated will be called. If that person is not available, the child’s doctor will be called. If the emergency is such, we will not hesitate to call 911.

Special Information From Home

In the event of a significant change in the home which may affect the child’s behavior, security and general well being, please consider informing the staff as soon as possible. We will accept the parent’s judgment as to what changes may affect the child. Common causes of distress include: either or both parents being away from home for an extended time for any reason; new person living in the home; illness of either parent; illness of sibling; any hospitalization, accident or death; new caretaker or new employee; moving or death of a pet. 
The staff will keep the parents informed of any significant changes in the school environment which may affect the child. 

Child Custody Procedures

In situations where one parent has court appointed custody and the other parent is not permitted contact, a custody form should be filled out and kept on file. This form will provide the staff of Gentle Rain Preschool with information concerning both parents’ rights. This information will assist the staff in administering the intent of any existing court order. 

Gentle Rain will not for the interest of the child take sides in custody issues. We would also appreciate if all custody issues be dealt with outside of class.

Student Medical Records

All students will be required to have proof of childhood immunization records. We will be glad to make a copy for your convenience. 

Vacation Request

We understand that families will be taking vacation time through out the school year. Gentle Rain will credit one vacation per school year. 
However, due to our billing schedule, we would appreciate notification of vacation 30 days prior to billing. 

Thank you for your cooperation
